The Bloody Assize
seem founded on the idea that whatever judges and juries
decided and witnesses said and the public believed must
necessarily be wrong. The coroner's jury, who saw the
corpse at the inquest and heard the evidence, which lasted
into a second day, had no doubt in the world that Godfrey
was strangled by persons unknown* Their verdict seems to
me to be the only reasonable and possible one upon the
evidence.
Nor can we say that the people who believed in the
terrors of a persecution, or even a massacre of Protestants,
were mere fools and cowards frightened at shadows. The
King had signed a treaty to convert England by French
arms; and", if he had kept his word to Louis, England would
have witnessed a cruel destruction of Protestants similar to
that which devastated France a few years later. As for the
poor dissenters, they well knew what waited them at the
hands of the Roman Catholics.
The sight of the murdered corpse of Godfrey maddened
the people of London, Multitudes flocked through Maryle-
bone to Primrose Hill. The body of Godfrey was carried
to London in state through crowded thoroughfares, to
be laid out in the open street that the citizens might
pay their last respects to the honest magistrate who had
been so foully murdered.
On October 31st the funeral took place at St Martin V
in-the-Fields. It is said that the bier was preceded by
seventy-two clergymen. All the Aldermen of the city and
Knights and persons of distinction, to the number of a
thousand, followed him to the grave. Dr Lloyd, his good
friend, afterwards Dean of Bangor and Bishop of St Asaph,
preached his funeral sermon, taking as his text; " Died
Abner as a fool dieth ? "
Nor was this text ill-chosen, since it was true also of
Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey that " as a man fallcth before
wicked men so f allest thou. And all the people wept again
over him,"
58